
Short Term (single lesson) Small Group Planning  

(For medium term use the Colour Awards for guidance - see on the ArtForms website in the 

staffroom area; for long term please see ‘A Common Approach’ on line) 

 

Important factors to bear in mind which are peculiar to small group lessons: 

Size – number of pupils 

Length of lessons – usually substantially shorter than whole class 

Optional – pupils can choose whether or not to attend 

Practise between lessons – there is normally opportunity to do this, and it is hoped that some 

would occur 

 

It is not appropriate to plan in such precise details what happens when as you would for Whole 

Class. However….. 

 



Consider the essential ingredients needed in a single lesson: 

 

 Pick up on previous learning and assess where the pupils are at with it. N.B. do not give 

the impression you cannot remember what happened in the previous lesson. Ensure you 

have recorded what occurred and what pupils are working on, so that you have something 

you can discreetly refer to. There isn’t an opportunity to record anything very lengthily – 

there is barely any time between lessons, and by the end of the day you will have 

forgotten. The ‘Lesson Note’ pro forma is perfect for jotting something down while pupils 

are putting their stuff away. 

 Enable pupils to consolidate the learning, and to develop further. 

 Ensure pupils have felt that they have participated in a satisfying piece of music making at 

some point during the lesson,  as this will motivate. This may be playing with an 

accompaniment that makes the piece sound better,  or going back temporarily to a piece 

that can be played easily. 

 Ensure pupils know what and how to develop their learning at home, and that they are 

equipped with the tools to do this: the understanding, the confidence, the equipment, the 

written reminders. 


