
 

Secondary Edition Spring 2019 

Welcome to the first issue of the Music and Arts Newsletter for Secondary 

Schools. It will be circulated every term. 

Placing Music and the Arts at the Heart of a Broad and Balanced 

Curriculum 

In Leeds, there is a thriving arts and cultural sector and excellent arts practice in 

our schools.   

 A growing number of schools have Artsmark status, including Platinum, whilst 

other schools are successful in supporting their students to achieve Arts 

Award.   The new Leeds Cultural Education Partnership  has been established, 

with a clear purpose to ensure an arts and cultural offer is accessible for all our 

young people.  This is closely aligned with the city’s aspiration to deliver an 

international year of culture in 2023.   

 

However, nationally the picture is not so bright.  A recent debate in the House of 

Lords explored the real danger that arts are becoming a luxury. This is of 

concern, especially when research shows that participation in music has a 

positive impact on academic outcomes, evidenced by Professor Susan Hallam 

here. 

 

Her Majesty's Chief Inspector, Amanda Spielman recently outlined proposals for 

the new Inspection Framework, summarised by the Cultural Learning Alliance, 

focusing on the curriculum and looking at the quality of education. 

 

On Friday 15th February, Learning Improvement will host Tackling the big issues: 

The Curriculum, the Ofsted Framework, Data and Workload.  The day will provide 

school leaders, senior leaders, subject leaders and governors with the 

http://artformsleeds.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/powerofmusic.pdf
https://culturallearningalliance.org.uk/amanda-spielman-chief-inspector-sets-out-plans-for-new-ofsted-framework/
http://www.leedsforlearning.co.uk/Event/85071
http://www.leedsforlearning.co.uk/Event/85071


opportunity to have conversations around the biggest issues on the educational 

landscape. 

News Round Up 

Sensational Singing Workshop with Mark De Lisser 

We are delighted to welcome top vocal coach, Mark de Lisser, back to Leeds on 

Tuesday 30th April when he will be delivering a FREE workshop for secondary 

schools. This is an amazing opportunity to work with him and his team. Since his 

last visit in March 2018, Mark has been enormously busy – not least with 

arranging ‘Stand By Me' and singing at Harry & Meghan's wedding, but also 

working with Ariane Grande for her live at the BBC appearance and with other 

well-known vocalists.   

  

Mark left a lasting impression at his last visit, on both students and staff: 

  

“The Brigshaw Singers spent an inspiring and enjoyable day at a singing 

workshop led by Mark.  They learned to sing songs in 3-part harmony, resulting in 

a short concert at the end of the day for staff at the Bishop Young 

Academy.  Mark was brilliant at leading the large group and spent the first 10 

minutes of the day leading an impressive vocal and body percussion warm-up 

that had everyone engaged and smiling.  He made himself available to answer 

questions and was pretty much mobbed by enthusiastic selfie-takers and eager 

questioners.  Our pupils were given advice on developing performing confidence 

and preparing for auditions. There was a lot of life skills advice too - the main one 

being to find the thing you love to do and work hard." 

Angela Wright from Brigshaw High  

  

There are still a few places left (first come first served) for schools to bring up to 

15 students. For further details and to book please email 

paula.brookes@leeds.gov.uk by FRIDAY 15th FEBRUARY. 

paula.brookes@leeds.gov.uk


 

Leonardo is coming to Leeds! 

People of all ages will have the opportunity to see some of Leonardo da Vinci’s 

drawings on their doorstep, with an upcoming exhibition of his work at Leeds Art 

Gallery. 

A Life in Drawing is one of 12 exhibitions, which are taking place simultaneously 

across the UK to mark the 500th anniversary of his death.  The drawings belong 

to the Royal Collection and are not usually accessible to the general public. 

 

Leeds Art Gallery have put together a learning programme to complement the 

exhibition, including workshops tailored to suit each key stage.   There are also 

specific sessions designed to support students in Years 12 and 13 who are 

participating in the ARTiculation public speaking competition.  

 

For a detailed description, of the programme, including booking information, 

please visit the ArtForms website, where you can download the learning 

programme PDF.    

Leeds Music Education Partnership 

Support and Subsidies 

http://artformsleeds.co.uk/leonardo-is-coming-to-leeds/


 

Leeds Music Education Partnership - Supporting 
Secondary Schools Across the City to Make More 
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Schools Make Music Together and Just Play in a 
Day! 
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Out of School Opportunities 

stage@leeds Youth Theatre 

stage@leedsyoungcompany is the new youth theatre at the University of 

Leeds.  They meet on Saturday mornings and are currently recruiting for the 

Spring Term.  Full details about stage@leedsyoungcompany can be found here. 

If you have any questions about the youth theatre, please contact Steve 

Ansell: S.Ansell@leeds.ac.uk .  Please pass this information on to any interested 

students! 

Pop up exhibition in Leeds City Centre 

The Human Aquarium is an interactive exhibition, looking at the world through the 

eyes of sea mammals and the impact of humans on these animals The 

exhibition, created by Leeds based artists and activists, will take place in an 

empty shop in the St John's Centre from the 15th - 28th February.  There are a 

range of family friendly workshops and an evening of environmentally themed 

talks for members of the public to attend. For details of the exhibition details, 

workshop information and opening times, please see The Human Aquarium 

website.   

Training Updates 

SAVE THE DATE! 

We are already looking forward to the summer conferences, so pop the dates in 

your diary: 

 Art, Craft and Design Conference: Thursday 11th July 2019 

 Drama Conference: Friday 5th July 2019 

 Music Conference: Tuesday 2nd July 2019 

http://www.leedsforlearning.co.uk/Article/61887?source=Newsletter&guid=44369E65-ACF1-4841-A881-409A50C310AF
http://www.leedsforlearning.co.uk/Article/61887?source=Newsletter&guid=44369E65-ACF1-4841-A881-409A50C310AF
http://www.leedsforlearning.co.uk/Article/61887?source=Newsletter&guid=44369E65-ACF1-4841-A881-409A50C310AF
http://www.leedsforlearning.co.uk/Article/61428?source=Newsletter&guid=44369E65-ACF1-4841-A881-409A50C310AF
http://www.leedsforlearning.co.uk/Article/61428?source=Newsletter&guid=44369E65-ACF1-4841-A881-409A50C310AF
http://stage.leeds.ac.uk/education/downloads/
S.Ansell@leeds.ac.uk
https://humanaquarium.co.uk/welcome-to-the-human-aquarium/
https://humanaquarium.co.uk/welcome-to-the-human-aquarium/
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Please feel free to contact the ArtForms team with any feedback or queries at 

educ.artforms@leeds.gov.uk 

Unsubscribe from the newsletter  
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