
       

 

 
 

Leeds Music Education Partnership: Music Connect 
 

Music Curriculum Guidance for Primary Schools 
 
 
This document is intended for Headteachers, Senior Leadership Teams and Music Leaders. It contains 
information and guidance for schools about:  
 

¶ Deep Dives as part of the Ofsted Inspection Framework ς Sep 2019;  

¶ Evidencing Music provision in sŎƘƻƻƭ ό{ǳōƧŜŎǘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ ŎƘŜŎƪƭƛǎǘ);  

¶ Using the Self Evaluation Tool for Music in Schools.  
 
Music Education Hubs in England are a resource to help support all schools in their local area.  Leeds Music 
Education Partnership (LMEP) aims to have an active and positive relationship with every school and 
academy in Leeds.  
 
We are tasked with ensuring that all schools have a School Music Education Plan (SMEP).  A SMEP should 
indicate that schools are delivering the National Curriculum for Music and ensure that pupils have the 
opportunity to learn to play an instrument, sing regularly, perform, hear live music and work with 
professional musicians.  
 
It is recommended that all schools use this guidance to feed into their own school development plan. This 
can be discussed with LMEP colleagues and could be used to determine future priorities.  
 
 
For further support and advice about developing music provision in your school, please contact: 
Paula.Brookes@leeds.gov.uk  
 
 
 

 

Curriculum Deep Dive: Questions for subject leaders to consider 
 

Timetable 
Who delivers music within your school? 
Is there regular, weekly, provision for music in your school? 

Resources 
What resources do you have to support learning? 
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Curriculum planning 
²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ ǘŜǊƳ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ƳǳǎƛŎΚ  
What is your scheme of work? 
How do you know that SoW meets the basics of the curriculum? 
Are content choices and activities appropriate for the subject? 
Do your Schemes of Work appropriately reflect learning needs of your pupils? 
What opportunities are there in your scheme for deep learning and revisiting prior learning? 

Progression of skills 
²Ƙŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǇǳǇƛƭǎ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘǳƳƴ мΣ ŀǳǘǳƳƴ нΣΧ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ 
stages? 
How is your curriculum coverage sequenced to allow progressive development of learning, skills and 
knowledge throughout the school? 

Assessment  
Does assessment check that the necessary components are learned? 
How do you respond to what assessment is telling you? 
Iƻǿ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΚ 

Monitoring 
How do you know music is being delivered effectively and appropriately? 
Iƻǿ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΚ 
How do staff differentiate in your subject? 
What do you do to address any gaps in learning? 
How do you cater for SEND, can you provide evidence? 
What musical skills do children start to develop in EYFS? 

Cross-curricular links 
What links are there between your subject and the rest of the curriculum? 

Extra-curricular opportunities within school 
Explain about your peripatetic lessons and equal opportunities 
What opportunities do children have to broaden their skills and knowledge beyond the curriculum? 
What evidence do you have to support what you are saying? 

Wider cultural opportunities 
What links do you make with your music hub and how does this impact on the music provision in 
school? 
Do pupils have access to a range of internal / external live performances to broaden their exposure to a 
range of opportunities? 
Is there a weekly singing opportunity for all pupils (e.g. through collective worship)? 
How is your school proactively using music to promote fundamental British values, and to engage all 
learners? 
Are pupils actively encouraged to engage with music as part of healthy balanced approach to learning? 
How do you use the community, trips, visitors in your subject? 

CPD 
What CPD have you received? When? How long have you been in this role? 
What CPD have other staff received? When? 
How do you support new staff? 


