
Tips on how to approach grade pieces ABRSM SAXOPHONE G1 

A:3 Skye Boat Song 
 
This is a good piece to choose if you are confident with playing long phrases and 
playing quietly and expressively; if you are not comfortable with this, maybe 
consider choosing another piece. 
 
Before starting work on this piece, try to listen online to a recording of someone 
singing the song, for example https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XzuYvrHjsFg and the 
saxophone version of this piece https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kygBf6aIq0I which is also 
available as part of your exam downloads; use the code in the back of your book to 
access these. 
 
Start by getting familiar with the notes, working in four bar phrases initially while 
bearing in mind that the phrases are eight bars long. Look at the articulation with its 
mix of slurred bars and tongued bars. Practise the slurred bars on their own, trying 
to make the first note (dotted crotchet) more important that the other two. 
 
See how many bars you can play in one breath, and mark in your breath marks in 
pencil with a tick or comma above the stave. Try not to let your breaths interrupt 
the flow of the piece. If you find you have to take frequent breaths, do some long 
note practice and try to build up the length of your notes by one beat each day. For 
an added challenge you could try timing your long notes or have a long note 
competition with a friend over the phone! 
 
Work on dynamics, especially the piano (soft and quiet) sections in the first eight 
bars that you play and the first eight bars of the second section after the double bar. 
Take a deep breath and support the air from the bottom of your lungs as you play. 
The four bar crescendo in bars 13 - 16 is only going from piano to mezzo forte so 
needs to be carefully controlled. 
 
The expressivo (expressively) marking at the start is telling you to put some feeling 
into the piece rather than just playing the notes. One good way to approach this is 
to imagine that you are singing a song and telling a story. Have a look at the words 
of the song to get in the mood. The tune was originally a rowing song, so imagine 
you are rowing a boat gently on a calm sea or Scottish loch.  
 
Practise playing the whole piece with the poco rit (slight slowing) in bars 35 – 36 and 
the DS al Fine, (go back to the squiggly sign and end at Fine), adding in a rit (slowing 
down) at the very end. Then try playing along with the full version and finally the 
piano backing; practise.  


