
Tips on how to approach grade pieces ABRSM SAXOPHONE G1 

B:2 Jazz Music for Beetles 
 
This is a good piece to choose if you are confident with playing in a jazzy style with 
swing quavers; if you are not comfortable with this style, maybe consider choosing 
another piece. 
 
Before starting work on this piece, try to listen online to a recording of the piece 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=puWSjXiYxYI which is also available as part of your exam 
downloads; use the code in the back of your book to access these. 
 
To approach the seven beat tied notes such as in the first two bars you play, first 
practise some long notes. Build up the length of the notes you can play until you can 
easily do more than seven beats. Then add in the crescendo and diminuendo on this 
long note. Aim to be getting louder for four beats and then quieter for the other 
three. Take a deep breath and support the air from the bottom of your lungs; push 
the air faster for the crescendo and slower (while still supporting it well) for the 
diminuendo. Try the same technique at the end of the piece in bars 20 – 23. 
 
For the swing quavers, if you have not played these much before, think of dividing 
each crotchet into three, with the first quaver taking up two thirds of the beat and 
the other quaver taking up just one third. It may help to think of someone limping, 
or try saying the word ‘ski-pping’ over and over as you clap the beat to get the 
rhythm in your head. Practise playing the quaver passages, first just tonguing, then 
when you are familiar with the notes, carefully adding the slurs. These slurs go from 
the short quaver to the long one, so it may take a bit of practice to get the hang of it. 
 
Pay attention to the tenuto (full length) crotchets and quavers, and the staccato 
quavers at the end of phrases.  
 
This piece should be played with confidence and a bit of swagger, showing off what 
you can do! Listen to how the piano sets up the groovy swing at the start and try to 
match that feel with your playing. Listen again to the recording and copy the style. 
 
Practise the whole piece, changing between the long notes with their crescendo and 
diminuendo and the swing quaver passages with their jazz style slurs. Add in a rit 
(slowing down) in the second to last bar, and a pause on your final note. 
 
You could try playing along with a metronome or metronome app. Then try playing 
along with the full version and finally the piano backing; practise.  


