
Tips on how to approach grade pieces ABRSM SAXOPHONE G2 

A:2 Polka 

 
This is a good piece to choose if you are confident playing legato phrases with 
different dynamics and playing high notes up to D; if you are not comfortable with 
this, maybe consider choosing another piece. 
 
Before starting work on this piece, try to listen online to a recording of the original 
piano piece, for example https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bib5qKozfeo and the saxophone 
version of this piece https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xsjo37_A9fA which is also available 
as part of your exam downloads; use the code in the back of your book to access 
these. 
 
It may help to play the D minor scale from page 12 of the exam pack or available 
from Masquerade Music at https://www.masquerade-music.co.uk/freemusic.html to get the 
feel of the key. 
 
Then get familiar with the notes, initially working on the first eight bars. Try to get 
the correct articulation (legato, tongued notes and staccato) as you learn the notes. 
Notice how the second four bars is like a decorated version of the first four bars, and 
watch out for the different articulation, for example the semiquaver notes that are 
staccato in bar 7 (third bar you play) and legato in bar 11. Add in the accented notes 
at the ends of bars 6, 8, 10 and 12, giving a little push from the bottom of your lungs 
to emphasis these notes. Aim to be true to the articulation marked as this will gain 
you points in the exam! 
 
Next focus on the dynamics, practising the first four bars forte (strong) and the 
second four piano (soft). Aim to get an equally good tone (sound) on the forte and 
piano sections. Always support the air from the bottom of your lungs, and push it 
through the saxophone quickly for forte and slowly for piano. You may need to 
practise this quite a bit to get the notes to sound at the right volume each time. 
 
Learn the notes in the second half of the piece, which also falls neatly into two four 
bar phrases. In the second half of the piece it is important to maintain good breath 
control in the long forte phrase in bars 15 – 16. Practise some long notes to help 
with this, and make sure you support the air from the bottom of your lungs. Pencil in 
a breath mark (tick or comma above the stave) before the G at the end of bar 14, 
and take a nice deep breath. Practise the crescendo in bars 17 – 18, remembering to 
start piano and gradually build the dynamic (volume) over the two bars to reach a 
confident forte at the end of bar 18, which you maintain until the end of the piece. 



 
Practice starting the piece by counting the four bars introduction at the beginning. 
Count 1,2  1,2  1,2  1,2 before you begin playing, and practise doing this until you are 
confident. 
 
A polka is a type of medium fast Czech dance with two beats in a bar. Using your 
accompaniment download, listen to how the piano bass line emphasises each beat 
while the right hand plays the offbeat quavers, and maybe try clapping along with 
the beat. This is a distinctive feature of this style of music, which will help you to 
keep in time as you play your melody with its long legato phrases. Try to get a nice 
dance feel to your playing. 
 
You could try playing along with a metronome or metronome app, building the 
speed if necessary until you can play at about 80 beats per minute. Then try playing 
along with the full version and finally the piano backing; practise.  


