
Notes on ‘A Walk in the Rain’ 
 

This piece is great for all brass players who are looking at doing Grade 2 or looking for a 

piece at about this level, as it currently features on the ABRSM syllabus (up to 2020) for all 

brass instruments as one of the List A pieces. 

 

This is meant to be a leisurely stroll in the rain under an umbrella, rather than a mad dash to 

get home! Maybe you are walking through a park in the warm autumn rain, taking in the 

scenery and watching the patterns that the rain makes as it pitter-patters into the puddles. 

 

The time signature of 6/8 means that we have to count in quavers. There are 6 quavers in a 

bar which when counted, it is best to split into two groups of three: 1,2,3  2,2,3. Try to keep 

this quaver pulse in your head, or after you’ve practised the piece for a bit, maybe with a 

metronome. It’s particularly important to count the dotted minims, which last a full bar 

(1,2,3  2,2,3) and to say 1 to count the first quaver of the many bars which have a quaver 

rest at the start. 

 

When counting yourself in for this piece, count one bar and one quaver in – 1,2,3  2,2,3  1 

 

The style is legato throughout. The notes are played for their full value and try and aim for a 

pure, smooth sound. Think of using a DAR artciculation by flattening the tip of your tongue 

to make the notes as connected as possible to each other.  

 

Pay attention to the dynamics. They are not too varied but still important. There is a nice 

echo from mf to mp on the third line which should be brought out. 

 

Poco meno mosso in bar 21 means a little less movement, so play this a bit slower before 

the rit at bar 23, which means to slow down gradually at the end. You can really take your 

time over this last phrase.  

 

It’s a lovely piece to play. Enjoy! 

 


